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Unit 3.1 DB: First Principles
· The "first principles" describe the emergence and evolution of the universe. First principles act as building blocks that are to be reassembled to achieve true understanding. All cultures have their descriptions regarding the existence of the universe. Creation myths presuppose the presence of a divine power that created the world. In most cases, absolute power is embodied in a supreme being. Other cultures assume the Universe is eternal, without any point of beginning in the distant past: it has been in existence and will forever exist. Others also believe in the emergence of cosmos without divine interference, through an innate tendency to exist. The agreed-upon first principles almost obviously need to be established because each principle has its own outlook that can be implicitly accepted or observed. The universe is the effect of the different tenets that remain incomparable. At the same time, not everyone shares a common understanding of the existence of the universe. Through the first principles, there is an epistemological relationship between speculative and practical reasoning, one which we can derive principles of practical reasoning for speculative knowledge (Barrow, 2005). The first principles also help explain various observations that point to a Universe that has a distance past, and in so doing it solves problems that relate to the First Cause. The necessary agreement of engaging in the discussion shared by various observers requires the acceptance of the first principles.     
Unit 3.2 DB: Universe Purpose & First Cause
· My view of the purpose and first cause of the universe is that since the universe exists, there has to be an explanation behind its existence. Whatever caused the existence of the universe must also be greater than the universe itself. In this case, the greater cause can only be viewed as a supreme being, God. He is the first cause. The question of ‘who caused God' often comes up when this argument is presented. From the physical perspective of the universe, an effect has a cause. There is nothing in the universe that exists dependently. For example, everything that serves humanity has its cause for existence (Berry, 2017). Therefore, nothing in the universe can be explained on its own, unless there is a first cause, in this case, God. According to the Bible, God is self-existent and eternal. My determination of the first cause of the universe is important when making decisions that direct my life because of the laws established by the Supreme Being to help rule the world. This worldview guides the world through God's love, just, mercy, and power. Understanding the universe from this perspective is more important, less complicated, and provides a necessary explanation of the existence of the universe. Therefore, in my view, God is the cause of the universe. He created the universe along with everything in it because God is the first cause.
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